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LA hotelier Sam Nazarian
brings his red-hot SLS
Hotel to the Beach.

iami Beach loves its hotels, but it’s been a
Mwhile since we’ve welcomed a big, splashy
B Bluvury property. Thanks to LA-based
lifestyle mogul Sam Nazarian, that will change
in March 2012 with the arrival of SLS Hotel at
South Beach, on the corner of 17th Street and
Collins Avenue. The hotel inherits its Art Deco
bones from the old RitzPlaza, butwith design leg-
end Philippe Starck on board, what SLS brings

to Miami is all new. Nazarian tells us why.

OCEAN DRIVE: Your company, SBE, has
hotels, clubs and restaurants in LA, Las
Vegas and Mammoth Mountain, California.
Why Miami, and why now?

SAM NAZARIAN: I really appreciate the
growth I see for Miami over the next 10 to 15
years—not only as a resort community, but as the
gateway to Latin America. I've seen the amaz-
ing integration of a citywide art movement.
Miami is not just a party town. Any lifestyle
luxury brand needs to be in here.

'When SLS Hotel opens in 2012, it will be
one of the Beach's first post-recession
redevelopment projects. How do you feel
about the timing?

We bought the Ritz Plaza in 2004, just as SBE
was being formed. The recession put a hold
on our plans, but toward the beginning
of 2010, when we saw that the market was
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coming back, we decided to move forward
with the redevelopment. The beauty of having
seven years to do a project is that we've looked at every inch of the hotel,
and really put a lot of thought into it.

Where will SLS Hotel fit into the Miami Beach hospitality scene?
We're focusing on providing the traditional South Beach experience of
staying in an Art Deco hotel where everybody feels part of a close-knit
community. Together with Philippe Starck, we've been working with
the Historic Preservation Board to deliver a property close to what
the original designer had in mind in 1942. Our other huge asset is our
restaurants. We’re bringing The Bazaar by José Andrés to Miami, as well
as our seventh Katsuya.
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Where do you like to eat when you're in Miami?

One of my favorite places is David’s Café. To me, it’s the epitome
of Miami. But Sra. Martinez is my go-to restaurant in town right
now. I love [chef/fowner] Michelle Bernstein.

Who do you see as your main competitor?

We don’t have the big 500-square-foot rooms that the W South Beach has,
but we believe that being near the Delano makes it our closest sister-type
property. Philippe really helped to shape the boutique-hotel business with
the Delano—it was a game changer. So to come back to the neighborhood,
20 years later, with him? Now that’s exciting.—Rebecca Wallwork




