BESTAIRLINESEATS WHOHASTHEM W ERETHEYFLY

'I'r

TRUTH IN TRAVEL

124

A TR i

-

—'.-E“-ZJ-’?“.-'

E SEXIEST
PLA
N TH SKY

21 Top Reétaqgagts — '
40 Sensational Spas A | feenr. - ale

9 - B i s _

BEIJING - |
Insider’s Guide-
totheWorld’s

~ Wildest City

CARIBBEAN’S
o Sleepmg Beauty




with its red-and-black color
scheme, sliding wall panels, bean
bag chairs, and private pool. At
the beach, which curves around a
headland, villas have either 2 sun
sel or sunrise view, but a public
aceess road means the area isn’t
completely private, Drink service
that's limited to the bar area

{and is not available in the beach
loungers) is also a drawback, bt
the cocktails still come with fine
se views, as do the tables at the
Japanese-inspired restaurant,
Mamu, where chefs work in an
open kitchen. WHICH ROOM TO
BOOK: Wow Ocean Haven villas
172 and 173 open ento the west
facing beach, for a flawless sunset,
But the hiliside Ocean View Es
cape rooms offer better overall
vistas of the area (66-77-915
999; whotels.com: villas, $708
$1,3R5). @€QQDE220

Dar Hi, Nefta

A# Patrick Elouarghi and Philippe
Chapelet have followed up their
quirky-hip Hi Hotel in Nice with
this pioneering 18-room resort of
peach-painted concrete struc-
tures overlooking the palms of a
sunken desert oasis (for photos,
see page 30). The idea here is in
digenous Tunisian architecture
with a witty twist of moedernity—
and designer Matali Crasset’s re-
sults are charmingly offbeat, if a
little monastic. A vast lobby /bar/
fownge/restaurant with glass
deors keading te a communal ter
race s done with pine, apricot
waood, and palm furniture de
iigni_ﬂ l:}' Crassel, and has 'I'|-:l';';'|:|:5.;
spaccs devoted to different activi
ties. A cozy library/lounge fronts
a freplace, a tiny movie theater

: ONE TO WATCH The famed Spa
rafit of all 81 guest rooms and public ane
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offers television viewing (there
are no TVs or telephones in the
guest rooms), and a self-serve re
freshment alcove abuts the open
kitchen, where local women pre
pare the delicious Tunisian meals
that are served table d"hite siyle.
Of the three types of aceommeoda
tions, Piloti rooms, on concrete
pilkars, have a terrace with a
shower and a lounge bed with
views of the oasis; Troplodyte
rooms are partially underground
and naturally cool; multi-bed
room Dune rooms it on the sand.
The poal is Alled with warm
springwater, and stairs through a
cactus parden invite 2 wander in
the shady oasis. For anvone used
to the normal drills and social
Boundaries of 4 conventional ho
tel, Dar Hi's free-form hospitality
can be a little disorienting, but af
ter you downshift into the laid
back communal mind-sct, this
lodge proves to be a fun hideout
WHICH ROOM TO BOOK: Piloti room
Ain Moussa has spectacular views
and i very private (216-764
37779; dar-hi.net/en; doubles,

$i60]. 0080
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Armani Hotel, Dubai

A Joining the world’s constel
lation of over-the-top hotels,
Giorgio Armani’s first namesake
property soberly anchors the first
cight floors plus levels 38 amnd 39
of the Burj Khalifa skvscraper, its
160 reoms with floor-to-ceiling
windows overlooking the starchi
tect -studded skyline, Rather than
artwork, curved walls show off
flourishes of padded bronze silks
and brown, gray, and taupe tex
tiles from the Armani collection,
In case the style wasn't definitive

el

enough, nearly every object is
branded, down to pencil sharpen
ers, erasers, and sugar cubes, A
counterpoint Lo the usual gold
leal Orientalist style of luxe Dubai
hotels, the rooms inject minimal-
ism with mystery: Sliding panels
reveal closets as well as a refresh
ment station with an cspresso
machine, @ minibar (soft drinks
arc on the house), and other com
plimentary extras like Armani/
Ialei chocolates. The hotel stafl
are the best-looking and best
dressed in town, including the
personal “lifestyle managers,”
available at the touch of a phone
button or a computer click. Eight
eateries comprise Dubai's fanciest
food court and display fashes

of culinary hrilliance. At the din
ner-only Ristorante, try the
haverese with vanilla cream,
cassis und violetre créme brilée
presented within an impossibly
thin-walled pearlescent globe

of “glassblown™ sugar, WHICH
ROTM TO BOOK: Somc of the fifth
flesor Armani Ambassador suites
have vast balconies; otherwise,
request a room with a view of the
world’s largest dancing fountain
{971-4-888-3885; dubai.armani
hotels.com: doubles, $653-5762).
eoTTan

One& Only The Palm, Dubai
#Ah This resort compound of mod
ern, sea-facing mansions (cach
holding six to nine guest rooms),
private villas, and a restaurant
wing (called the Manor, with ad
ditional accommodations) backed
by a beautiful pool garden occu
pi;_-.-; thie best E'ﬂ'hilit\ll o the man
nrrde Palm Jumeirah island. The
103 rocms come with calming
beigre and dark-wood decor, free-
standing tubs, excellent South AT

BUILDING BLOCKS

Hotel Fasano Las Fiedras hugs
the rocky setting above

Punta del Este, Uruguay.
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rican wine in the minibar, and
thoughtiul, not just token, high
tech fixtures such as bedside
headphone jacks so insomniacs
can watch TV without disturbing
a partner. At the tip of the outer
breakwater, the beach feels au
thentic, with starfishrand swaying
palms, yet also with arresting
scenes of Dubai’s coastal sky
scrapers. The resort s a long taxi
ridle from town, but a water shut
tle offers a shorteut, ferryving
guests to the much larger
One&Only Roval Mirage resort on
the mainland. The clicntele ranges
from fashionable voung Japancse
couples to older sun-seeking
Crermans, few of whom fecl the
urge to leave the premises thanks
1o a full-service spa and three res
taurants under the direction of
three-star Michelin chefl Yannick
Alléno. The sea-terrice beer gar
den has divans for night and day
alfresco chilling, while Stay res
taurant’s meénu dégustation offers
deliciows taste combinations

such as Jerusalem artichoke foam
with hazelnuts. and ravioli with
prawns, cabbage, and black traf
[les. WHICH ROOM TO BOOK: The
nine sea-facing mansions have
vast rooms off a central courtyard;
rooms in mansion No. 9 offer both
beach and city views (971-4-440
1010; thepalm.oncandonlyresorts
«om; doubles, 5926 -52,058)
SEGReIO

m The Redbury,

Loz Angeles, California
Ay All hotel rooms are stages toa
lurge degree, carefully calibrated
sets designed to evoke particular
moods, Leave it to Tinseltown
photographer Matthew Rolston Lo

al Hotel Bel-Air will oneca again welcomae visitors 1o a quiet cormers of Los Angeles in Ootober, after a two-year
it the addition of o dozen new villas and a 12.000-square-Toot La Prairks spa (hotetbelsir.com),
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take the idea to the extreme with
the eocentrie Redbury, his Dirse
foray into hotel design, Owned by
nightlife Impresario Sam Nazari
an, The IE-:.-:1'I1::|:|_I\.' hais jl: i1 5.
rodms, the smallest measuring
whopping 750 square feet and in
cluding a well-stocked kitchen,
andl it"s precisely this homey
that guides the design aesthe
Living rooms are souped-up ¥
torian parlors, with gold- paisley
w:'.'llpcipu;-r and pl.ump CEFim%On set
teee=, In thie houdair, Suzani fab-
rics drape the four-poster bed,
and still lifes salvaged from flea
markets hang above., You'll also
find turntables with an amusing
selection of records (Glen Camp-
bezll, !'Juh,{plan_\:. K and the Sun
shine Band), and & tea kettke an the
ready. Stalf are sweet and some
are even in character, donning
pinstripe vests and mustaches,

But not evervihing at The Redbury
is picture-perfect. Rooms are dark
and sport exposed alr ducts, the
unfortunate trademark of the
“Mew York :-cl:,'l.q * lodts they were
built to mimic. And the location,

on star- paved Vine Street opposite

Capite] Records and next to the
Avalon ||i]_}]1:||:l|,|l$. is b i|||r||.i.||H
with Hellywood history but not
polish. Yet that too is changing. A
branch of K:ihu_'u.'l. L. A'S sCeniest
suzhi bar, is just across the street
{and delivers), and Cleo, already
onc of the town's top tables, is on
the first Moor, just past —what
clae? —a velvel curtain, WHISH
ROOM TO BOOK: Mo, 505 has o lor
race and prime city views [323
962-1717; theredbury, com; dou
bles, $299-5425). 8 O

Hotel Yountville,

Ll Yountwille, California
A TO7- 06T -THH): hr:l-:']j.t:-ul'l.lrirlc-
qoam; doubles, 5265-5695

Lz = Rel]

mrrry Four Seasons Hotel,
LBl Denwrer, Colorado

# 203-3589-3000; fourseasons
comddenver; douhles, $235.

GooD0

Four Seasons Resort,
Vail, Colorads
A Tucked into what must have
brzem thee last available 2,7 aeres in
Yail, the Four Seasons carves oul
i che in this luxury -saturated
valley by elevating service to new
re elie will you find o
wdwritlen nobe asking how that
freshly waxed snowboard rode?
ven the hotel's slope -side ski
eenter has all the comiores of
haovme and then some, from hon
cocoa and heated lockers to o fleet
al ski valets eaper to help rake off
wvour boats. All 12 rooms and
suites are spacious — the smal
are just under a0 Squone fewt
and the decor is :|p|!l_'_L' Western,
with limestone gas hreplaces,
leather elub chairs, and hickory
and leather headbaards on Ih-e-: Wk
mia-inducing beds. The public an
eas are coey, especially the inti
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miate wood - pancled lobby, where
wvou can gather around the mas
sive fireplace for apres-ski cock
tails and nibbles (bison roll, any
oned ). The property isn't ski-ind
shki-out, but its location in the
heart of Vail Village means vou're
steps from the top restaurants,
bBoutigues, and galler WHICH
ROOM TG BOOK: [ the seventh
floor Gore Range Suite doesn’t fit
into the Imn:!p‘q-l L opt foar 1 Deluxe
Mountain Yiew on Moors six,
seven, of eight (970-477-2600;
fourseasons, comd vail; doubles,

5675-3715). @RS8O O
Huotel Beaux Arls,

Mdierprii, Floricdo

Ad U What time would you lke
vour lee delivered?™ That's the
question you might find yourself
pondering upon check-in here,
where seemingly minute decisions
take on a heightened sense of
gravity. Thal"s because all vour
other concerns have been worked

out in advance via e-mail by the
diligent siall. Ensconced on the
Lop three foors of the JW Marrioll
Marguis in downtown Migmi, this
A4 - ronm hotel-within-a-horel
couldn’t differ more from its larg
cr, business minded sibling. For
stariers, thera's a pr ivate check
in desk on the 39th Aooer and an
intimate guests only |1l1:|1j.:|.'.
Swathed in dark brown and whinc
b, roms have impressive
city vistas from loor-to-ceiling
windows, and are smartly
N|l:|i'|||h'-:l whith lﬁ:mp, £ Olluf=en
electronics, Hly espresso makers,
and iPads. Huge marble tubs and
sinks hove touch-controlled faw
cets that illuminate based on wa
ter emperature. Venturing vo the
bustling W Marriotl will provide
plenty af ather divers lons, includ

a Jim MeLean Golf School, a
hall court, and a virtual

A as wiell as chel Dan

] Boulud s excellent sealood
centric DB Bistro Moderne, wHICH

ROGM TG BOOK: Corner rooms
erding in 01 on the building™s
southenst side have eye-popping
views of Brickell Key and Miami®s
wilerwiys (305-41-8704,
marriott.com; doubles, 5550
s 8@ D o0

Soho Beach House, Miomi
Florida
nis addition to the portiolic
of Britizsh private club Sotw Fiouse
haz given Miami the whifl of exclu
slvity it's boen missing of late—and
it has every conceivable amenity
required for a decadent seaside
wieekend, vight down toa b
!1'1]";.’4|$'_|'llr."|'|||'|j.[ AT AN ELACSE FOOIms.,
A rewenrk of Lhe At Dieste Sover
wign | lotee] with o new 16-story
woweer, Lhe 50- room hotel is in
what’s been dubbed = Mid - Beach,™
and attracts Miami®s media and
sic heavy hitters, plus a consid
ble Brit contingent. Interiors
x rebre Lating with the celectic
Anglo ook for which the group is

AROTEE AT Y GHRISTOFHER WRAY-MOGANN



known: Booms have Coban stvle

Lileg wors, leather armchairs, raw
conerete heams, Mad Men-esque
wet bars (complete with a lemon
and a i . and family -sine show
tocked with products from
hotel's spa. Blue-amd - white towels
ars on Lhe st
private beach (complete with red
jeehoxes and watering cans to rinse
feet) and daybeds by the large
downstairs pool, and cxbanas flank
the eighth- foor plunge pool and
cockiail bar. There are two maone
bars—a Latin-themed lounge serv
ing punchy caipirinhas and a tiki
bar abutting the beach—and the
lively Cecconi’s restaurant does
pricey but pitch- perfect steaks and
pizzzas. The labyrinth il
Spa takes its nam to heart with
rough-hewn wooden walls.

There's even a small s
room should the weather Lurn in
clement, WHICH ROOM TO BOOK
For a turquiodse view, spring fora
Beachside room, the smallest of

s &

conver wide low rip o

which measurcs 700 squeare feet
786507 - 7900, sohoheachhouse
o doubles, $400-3625)

aeoDeD
The Waikiki Edition,

Horedulag, it
Ah In this crrbicn of 3
big hotel group (in this case Mar
rioskt) amd a “lifesovle™ hramd
{eourtesy of hotelier lan Schrag
er}, the result is the best of bath
worlds: a stylish property with a
one-of-a- Kind feel that still hams
with corporate efficlency. The
all are relaxed but professional,
I the room gadgetry (such as
ghting, TV, and Internet aceess)
is user-friendly without being
gimmicky. Houscd in a white cube
building that was formerly part of
rmans ikai Hotel,
wims are done
inc nes and a calming pal
ette of white and natural wiood,
wilh [loor- Lo w.liini.'_ windows
looking onto the property’s twio

st o

STAR STRUCK

s and the beach. The decor
imsbcally nods Go the Flawaiban

traditica, with brightly colored
ukuleles, a sculptural surl
rd installation behind the re
cption desk, framed surf photos,

ot the area in
w - enough to remind o
Lhae wloha spirit while staying so
phisticated and (resh, With fu
Edition hotels in the works for s
tanbul, Mexico City, and Miami,
imiong others, the formula should
In faet travel very well. The only
mikafire is at Morimolo restatrant,
one of the hotel’s centerpieces

the kilchen seems a bil over
whelmaed at being the it place on
the beach, and the quality of the
sushi necds an upg le. wHI
ROOM TO BOOK: Ask lor a corner
double with views of the prspeer
s |l\.l\,|:'||n|.-|\ amnd part « ihi
begsch (RO 9243 -5800: edition
hotels.com; doubles, $105-$0995)
BEDIo0

sl

W Marriott Chicago,
Chicago, Hlinois
& 3172660 -8200: pawmarriobt, con;

doubles, $279-5454. @ @D SO O
m Longman & Eagle,

Chicago, ITinogis
d Over wild boar sloppy joes
d tumblers of rve, foodies and
rockers find common ground at
Longman & Eagle, the vear-old
gastropub in bohemian Logan
Square. [ts six newly opened
and — mar SN [OTeWarns
not entirely soundproofed gues
FOOms .H.l"'\-t “]“‘-l.lir‘- ALFE 315 OECon
[ormisl as ':I'Il..' FCstaurant known
to whip fole gras into hot choco
late, Guests check in with the res
taurant hostess o get Keys toan
exterior side door leading to the
hotel. A flea market acsthetic pre
vails in the randomly numbered
rooms (4 throwgh 76). Each is
unique, but all have open plans
with wood floors, glassed-in
showers, vinlage mirrors, original
art, and Apple TVS programmesd
with a library of videoy by local
bands. Witty amenities include
bedside books spanning Walt
Whitman to Shel Silverstein,

Kevin Murphy and, in three larger
rooms, retro tape decks complete
with mixed lapes. Staffing is
minimal —onee you check in,
there is no service olher than
houscheeping. But along with
tokens for free whiskey, hotel
resldency seems (o confer insider
status with barroom staffcers,
wha net only fast-track you to

a table bul offer advice on ol her
arca hot spols. WHIGH ROOM TO
BOOK: No. 55 has a [recstanding
tub with a street view | 7
710; longmanandeagle. com:
doubles, $75-5225). @@

Ranch at Rock Creek,
Philipshurg, Montana

Add A ranch, by popular defini
tion, is a place where dedicated
hands work to ensure the well- be
ing of the beasts in their care. Re
p|_|{:|_' the livestock with Puesls,
and the corrals with plush accom
modlatbons, and vou have this
untain playground
of singular solitude. The rate (up
wards af 51,000 per person pet
nigght) includes all activ
meals, and most drinks,
tel has o deliver more than un
limited cockiails and other diver
S1011% 10 _ill.\l Il o price so dhear. A
the Ranch at Rock Creek does,
thanks largely toits relaxed yvet
prodessional stafl, who alm to
please and hit the mark every
time, A kaleidoscope of cowhide
rugs, leather furniture, and Native
Americin - inspired texuiles, the
ramch defthy blends a high stan
dard of comfort and the spicit of
the Wild West withoutl veering
into cowbov clichd,. Thore™s no

gy and mo in-room TV [and,
oddly, most rooms lack tub
there's alsa no shortage of activi
tie=, which include horsebhack rid
ingr, skeet

(ML LE R TS g

g, cross- country sk
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